
1. Requirements
 
 

1. Responsible persons of existing high 
rise blocks in England will be required 

from the 23/01/2023 to undertake 
additional monthly checks of any lifts 
within the building that are designed, 

installed and maintained to be used by 
fire-fighters and/or evacuation lifts.

 

2. Checks at the same frequency 
will be applied to key fire-fighting 
equipment (which is defined in 

the regulations).
 

2. Meeting the Requirement
 
 1.Where responsible persons identify, either through the monthly checks or via 

any other routine checks, that a relevant lift or mechanism has a fault or is out of
service, they must report it to the local fire and rescue service electronically. 

Responsible persons will be required to record the outcome of these monthly 
checks in an open and transparent way that is accessible to residents (for 
example by posting them on a notice board or making them available to a 

resident’s association).
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2. The responsible person will be required to check other essential firefighting 
equipment once a month and take necessary steps to fix them. Guidance will 
specify which pieces of equipment are subject to a visual inspection or other 
check, but it is not the intention of these regulations to require responsible 

persons to engage specialists to undertake these checks.



3. Types of Essential Fire Fighting Equipment
  
 
 

Lifts and Essential Fire-Fighting Equipment (Regulation 7)
Regulations made under Article 24 of the Regulatory Reform (Fire Safety) Order 2005.

 

What the regulations mean by 
“essential fire-fighting equipment” 

includes both equipment provided in 
buildings to fight fires and important 
fire safety features and facilities. The 

regulations provide a clear list of what a 
Responsible Person will be required to 

check. 

These are:
•lifts for use by fire fighters
•evacuation lifts
•inlets & outlets for dry-rising mains
•Inlets & outlets for wet-rising mains
•smoke control systems
•suppression systems
•fire detection and fire alarm systems including any 
detectors linked to ancillary equipment such as 
smoke control systems (in the common parts),
•evacuation alert systems
•automatic door release mechanisms linked to fire 
alarm systems

 4. Reporting Faults 
 Responsible persons will also be expected to report on any damage they discover during 

checks to the firefighting shaft during construction activity or by any other activity, such as 
vandalism.

 Responsible persons will not have to 
inform their local fire and rescue service 
immediately regarding a relevant fault if 
they believe it can be resolved within the 
24-hour exception reporting timeframe. 

If the issue cannot be resolved in 24 
hours, they must report it to the fire and 

rescue service as soon as practicable

 

Responsible persons should consider the 
impact of the fault and inform the fire and 

rescue service of the impact (of a lift failure, 
for example). Responsible persons should 

also, as they are required to do now, consider 
whether the fault would require an update to 

be made to their building’s fire risk 
assessment and act accordingly to ensure that 
they are compliant with their duties under the 

Fire Safety Order.


